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The Ministry of the Holy Spirit
What Scripture Reveals/Teaches About the Holy Spirit
1.  The Holy Spirit is God.
	a.  He is called God in scripture. (Acts 5:4; 2 Cor. 3:17)
	b.  He possesses the attributes of God. (eternality, omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence)
	c.  He thinks, feels and acts as God.

2.  The Holy Spirit is a Person.
	a.  He possesses all the characteristics and attributes of personhood.
	b.  He has a mind.  (Rom. 8:26-27)
	c.  He has emotions. (Eph. 4:30)
	d.  He has a will. (1 Cor. 12:11)

3.  The Holy Spirit is spirit.
	a.  God is Spirit. (Jn. 4:24)
	b.  There is one Spirit. (Eph. 4:3)

The Relationship of the Holy Spirit to the Father and the Son

1.  The Holy Spirit is one with and inseparable from the Father and the Son.
	a.  God is one. (Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:6)
	b.  One Spirit, one Lord, one Father of all.  (Eph. 4:3-6)
	c.  One Name – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  (Matt. 28:18-20)

2.  The Holy Spirit thinks, feels and acts in unison with the Father and the Son.
	(1 Cor. 2:11; Eph. 4:30; Phil. 2:13)

3.  The Holy Spirit is present with and in the Father and the Son.  (2 Cor. 13:14)

4.  The Holy Spirit functions with and on behalf of the Father and the Son.  (Jn. 16:12-15)
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5.  The Holy Spirit is referred to in scripture by various names/titles besides the Holy Spirit:
	a.  The Spirit of God (Gen. 1:2, 41:38; Matt. 3:16; 1 Cor. 6:11; Rom 8:14)
	b.  The Spirit of the Father (Matt. 10:20)
	c.  The Spirit of the Lord (Isa. 61:1; 2 Cor. 3:17)
	d.  The Spirit of the Son (Gal. 4:6)
	e.  The Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:19)
	f.  The Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9-11; 1 Pet. 1:10-12; 2 Pet. 1:20-21)
	g.  The Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:6-7)
	h.  The Spirit of Truth (Jn. 14:25, 16:7)
	i.  The Counselor (Jn. 14:15, 26; 16:7) 


The Person/Identity of the Holy Spirit based on Scripture

1.  The Holy Spirit is the life of God.
	a.  “Breath” (ruach/pneuma) of God (Gen. 2:6-7; Job. 33:4; Jn. 20:21-22)
	b.  The mind and will of God (1 Cor. 2:11; Eph. 3:20; Phil. 2:13)
	c.  Spirit is life (Jn. 6:63, 7:38-39)

2.  The Holy Spirit is the presence of God.
	a.  Where the Spirit of God is, God is.  (Gen. 1:2; Ps. 139:7)
	b.  Where the Spirit is working, God is working.  (1 Cor. 12; Eph. 4:1-16)

3.  The Holy Spirit is the living, active presence of God.
	a.  In the world
	b.  In the believer
	c.  In the Church
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The Holy Spirit and the Believer

1.  The Holy Spirit indwells the believer.  (Jn. 14:17; 1 Cor. 6:19)
	
2.  The Holy Spirit is the living, active presence of God in the believer.

3.  The Holy Spirit is the power of God in the believer. (Acts 1:8)

4.  The Holy Spirit is the agent of regeneration, sanctification & resurrection in and for the believer.

5.  The Holy Spirit is the permanent residence of the life & presence of God in the believer. (Jn. 14:16)


The Teaching of Jesus in John 14-16 related to the Holy Spirit

1.  Jesus’ statement about his leaving.  (Jn. 13:31-38)

2.  Figurative language used to describe their future relationship to the Father & the Son (Cp. Jn. 16:25)

3.  The Father’s House (Jn. 14:1-14)
	a.  Figure/metaphor of the Father’s House given as a picture of this new relationship.  
	b.  Jesus’ return to the Father to make this new relationship possible.
	c.  Intimacy with the Father & Son to be made a reality by the indwelling of the Spirit.
	
4.  The Promise of the Spirit (Jn. 14:15-31)
	a.  The Counselor/Spirit – a gift from the Father at the request of the Son.
	b.  The new relationship – from “with you” to “in you.”
	c.  The coming of the Spirit brings the presence of the Father and the Son.
	d.  Love for and obedience to Jesus is required for this new relationship to be possible.
	e.  The promise of the refreshing of this teaching by the Counselor/Spirit.
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5.  The Vine and the Branches (Jn. 15:1-17)
	a.  Figure/metaphor of the new, intimate relationship with the Father & the Son.
	b.  “Remain” = “live”  [Gk. Meno/Mene] – To make one’s permanent home.
	c.  Fruit = the evidence of the life of the vine.
	d.  Obedience to Jesus’ commands required for “remaining/living in my love” (Cp. 1 Jn. 3:24)
	e.  Intimacy with the Father & the Son  is made possible by the presence of the Holy Spirit who
                  brings the living, active presence of God to the believer through faith & obedience to Jesus.

6.  The Believer’s Relationship to the World (Jn. 15:18-6:40)
	a.  The world will hate believers because, like Jesus, believers do not belong to the world.
	b.  The world will treat believers as they treated Jesus.
	c.  The world hates the Son, the Father, and those who are united to God.
	d.  The Counselor/Spirit testifies to Jesus & believers are to testify to him in the same way.

7.  The Coming of the Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:5-33)
	a.  The necessity of Jesus’ departure for the sending of the Spirit.
	b.  The convicting work of the Spirit toward the world.
	c.  The work of the Spirit in guiding believers into truth.
	d.  The “little while of grief” that gives way to joy.
	e.  Asking and receiving in Jesus’ name.
	f.  Faith and reassurance that brings peace.


Related Issues/Thoughts/Considerations

1.  The Doctrine of the Trinity

2.  The Element of Mystery

3.  The Holy Spirit viewed as “the neglected member of the Trinity”

4.  The Modern Charismatic Movement

5.  Questions related to Spirit Baptism and Spiritual Gifts 

